ABOBCBSSTTS  COMMISSION. 


2he  first  mooting  of  the  Permanent,  Advisory  Commission  on 
military,  naval  and  aerial  questions,  constituted  by  the 
Council  of  the  League  ef  Nations  last  May,  was  held  on  August 
3rd  at  San  Sebastian,  where  the  Counoil  is  now  in  sossien* 

After  short  speeches  by  M0  Quinones  So  Leon  (a  member  of 
the  Council),  viho  welcomed  the  delegates  in  the  name  of  the 
King,  by  M*  Bourgeois  end  "by  General  Fayolle  (Prance),  General 
Bohcgue  (Spain) ,  the  Coinaiaalon  started  upon  it3  work*  Two 
subjects  of  particular  importance  xipon  the  agenda  ?/ere  the 
question  of  the  employment  of  peisen  gas  ©e  a  weapon  of  war, 
and  the  question  of  a  convention  in  relation  tc*  the  control 
of  traffic  in  arms  and  munitions*    The  Commission  haB 
organised  itaalf  into  three  eub^ccmmisaione  -  military  jy  naval 


given  for  the  first  three  months  to  Belgium6  Brazil  and  Great 
Britain*    Captain  Konros,  of  the  French  Army,  has  been 
appointed  secretary  to  the  military  sub-commission,  Commander 
Jackman,  RoN*  seoretary  ta  the  naval  sub-commission,  and  the 
secretary  to  the  aerial  sub-corami3eion  will  bo  an  Italian* 
The  delegates  present  at  thi3  fii'St  meeting  were 


and  aerial  «  and  the  rigjit       name  the  presidents  has  bean 


GRSAl1  BRIOIAIS 


Admiral  the  Hon.  Sir  Somerset  Ao 
Gough  Calthorpe,  Commandant  P»R«C«i 
Graves,, 


BELGIUM 


General  de  Ceuninok 
Colonel  van  Crombrugge 


BRAZIL 


Captain  Paula  Guimareos 


SPAK 


General  Behague 
General  Picasso 

7'Ioe  Admiral  the  Marquis  de  Magaz 


3SAN0E 


General  :?ayc  lie 
Vice  Admiral  Lacazo 
Brlg'0  General  iroroesiTil 


QHEECE 


Admir  al  C  a c  ou  1  id  e  3 
Colonel  Reetivan 
Colonel  laakaaliis 
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ITALY  Admiral  Grassi 

General  Marietti 
Commander  SraziaM 

JAPAIf  General  Watanabe 

General  It  ami 
uaptain  Csumi 

5fho  actual  powers  of  the  League  of  nations  with  regard  to 
armaments  may  "bo  summed  up  under  the  headings  of  enquiry, 
recommendation^  and  the  exercise  of  publ$k:  opinion 0    The  League's 
most  definite  powers,  perhaps,  are  contained  in  Article  1.  whi&h 
provides  that  no  new  member  may  be  admitted  to  the  League  until 
it "accepts  such  regulations  as  may  he  prescribed  by  the  League 
in  regard  ts  its  naval,  military  and  air  forces  and  armaments, 
n?hl3  provision  applies  tc  all  states  was  sro  not  yet  members  of 
the  Leeguo,  and  who  have  applied,  or  who  hereafter  apply  for 
admission.    More  detailed  provisions  relating  to  members  of  the 
League  are  contained  in  Articles  3  and  S«    Phase  provide  that  the 
Council,  taking  account  of  the  geographical  situation  and 
circumstances  of  each  state  shall  fbraiulate  plans  for  reduction 
of  armaments  for  the  consideration  and  eotion  of  the  several 
Governments ,    2he  Council  may  therefore  consider  the  question  of 
the  armaments  of  the  world,  drew  up  what  appears  to  it  as  an 
equitable  basis  of  armaments,  and  then  submit  it  tc  the  various 
natiensu    The  Council  has  no  power  to  interfere  on  the  question 
of  national  armaments  beyond  this  form  of  recommendation.  Shore 

is  nothing  to  compel  any  state  to  aot  upon  it  except  the  force  of 

s 

public  opinion,    iho  Covenant  also  lays  down  the  principle  that 
after  these  plans  have  been  adopted  by  the  several  Governments, 
the  limits  of  armaments  therein  fixed  shall  not  be  exc eedek  \ 
without  the  ^cnourrenco  of  the  Council*    Such  plans,  however t 
are  subject  to  reconsider ati en  and  revision  at  least  overy\ten 
years,  so  that  armaments  may  be  made  to  vary  in  accordance  vRthr- 
the  political  conditions  of  the  time*    /  further  important 
provision  is  the  undertaking  given  by  all  members  of  the  League 
to  exchange  SvQ.1  and  frank  information  as  to  the  scale  of  their 
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armaiaettta,  their  mill  tar/  asd  ndral  prcgracfcias,  and  the  con«. 
ditions  of  K&oh  .of  their.  Industries  as  ere  adaptable  to .  warlike 
•purpo3es0    The  Covenant  ale** 'accepts  the  .p£inG.ipla  that  the 
nanj:::iv;ti,re  fcy  private  ent^.rpriao  of  rciuiirtioias  and  iEipXe&ants  of 
r»ar  is*  open  to  grave  ob^ctlon,,  sad.  though  .private  wsnixf&e-tafe 
is.  not  forbidden.,  the  Council  of  tftw  les&rc.o  is  empowered  to  advise 
B3-to  hot;  evil  effects  fetteadant  «*pen  sti&h  s&niz f so tiara  dsn  be 
prevfciite^,, 

H'hero  is  thus  a  wide  fielft  of  complex  gad  e&33iaXiseS  duties. 

which  the  Co  Tenant  recognises  ea  ssofc  hj'  providing  that  e. 

Perrassaent  Cosns&saion  shall  "be  constituted  ta  advise  the  Coia&cil 

on  the  esroautien  of  eytfUilea  bearing  upon  all  these  guestionda 

It  is  tills  Cosaaisaion  which  hes  held  its  first  xa&etiag©    It  is  not 

•». 

-n-st^essery  to  emphasise  tlis-  difficulty 9  delio4oy  or  iqpartwisevftf 
its  work*. 


